Cnanter 3.

Crondon Park.

Crondon is situated on the north-west side of Stock Village,
and is now withian the Parish of Stock.

Tae Manor of Cronidon is shown in Domesday Bogck as »nart of the
fief of tha Bishon of London. The tithes of the manor were later
assigned to the church of Orsett, twelve miles away, where the
hishoo also held a manor. Consequently the lands of the Manor
of Crondon forinad part of the Parish of Jrsett.

The :lanor of Crondon nassed to the Crown (as did the mapor of
Bishoo's Hall in Chelmsford - another :1anor of the Bishon of
London) and was sold to Sir wWilliam Petre of Ingatestone Hall in
1545,

In the Tield known as Chapel Pieces, there is a mound surroaunded
by a moated depression. Th=arz may well have “ez=n a chapel
attached to the manor hcuse when the bishops owned it. Certainly
during the penal times, there was a place of Romnan Catholicn
Adorship, maintained by the Petre family. This chapel ramained
until it was dismantled in 1832,

In 1551, vart of the estate was disparked, and leased by the
Petres into saveral farins. This process continued until the
seventeenth century.

111675, Toby Edmonds rented the arklands for £119.6s.8d. and
in 1682, John Beard was charged £150 rent fcor ;The 214 Park and
Crondon' as well as another £50 for two fields. The property
included the Church House and & cottasge.

By 1895, accounts show that althcocuzh the rent was £149,

[«

allowancas ware heinz made of £77.0.6d. by the landlord. This
servas to =2mphasise the agricultural sitnation at the =nd of
the seventeenth zentury, when weather and economic nressurnrs

lowz2red agricultural prices






This farm is in ooen, slightly undulating country, and since
the area was disparked, there has been the same small amount of
coose and woodland remaining. There is a soring near Swan iood
and walls have been sunk near the site of the ol4 house and
chapel.

The soil is more variable than that at Fristling Hall. About
fifteen acres is lizht, sandy scil where masture or crops
become scorched in 4dry summers. There is also a gravel scam
covering some seventeen acres, which azain causes drying out.
Unlike other gravel areas on nearhy farms, this kas never been
considared wortn the labour and expense of quarrying.

Any Zround bordering woodland is heavy clay, and Gorse Lover,
kabout twenty acres) is, as its name implies, sfill a totally
unproductive area.

Apart from this, the land has average fertility for the
district, which meaas that a quantity of manures.and fertilisers
are naecessary to make the land productive.

The farm has changed little in size, being about 3L9 acres

since the seventeanth century. Althouzh it is now mainly in

-

the Parish of Stock, it used to be included in the three
narishes of Stock, Buttsbury and Orsett (the Hamlet of Orsett
-datacined) This last section was transferred to the Parish
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Extract From The Enrolment Book of leases

ESRe0L D/DP E182

The Petre Archives

Evonrdor Pavk | \
ATN3 Klousszpa: St 150 168 Sickdof (€3 floics> Uaids - ‘
j}gﬂ‘,a‘ 0. ald Cpag"u‘ fes cé‘,ﬁ#"fﬂ 3{71.—(’::3?3{{«:,.5(:1; fot ( 39’(.‘[ 75-.- ? 20 I
i Camm?unue,fzm 2”1 Ll as 171§ ou o “31'0'3 ‘ 3
{héﬂj’ \5f-a‘5C,u.8u-- e s A e o1 3 i?.
2?91&9:&43«3 IS T e e L e T 7%?" 9.9..
Cgut’muau}e@&‘ ....... e ranie oy 6" 9:90-
él “(o 1Y (¢ {‘.’O R e e e e "' L " /2 "g;-‘
dsaaga-ﬁ‘a—c’a Seloon s sl b e R
Sﬁrfs . < - SEE A Siil < SN ; o
| {Oau);ua?f&b 3585 \/ﬁﬁ*f\.pa z{au).r- S L ‘ 5-?’ { i..:_
‘ frur(ﬁu (ﬂ((gftﬂ.'{‘&b e e RS TS e 't é?.‘. 3 |

/"‘F&Jﬂ!}&’ ua{'fo‘zf\oug(ﬁ“ ,s"f'«:&"“’dzmm“) l 35( ? /£ .

'f'thihﬂ& xom‘):a« paine ﬂff‘,ﬂ’"‘a“"), anQud”’ ; |
=_=—%
worfo _P e ﬁ((ngﬁwva—ﬂlm HM tu 1::!;«;t ~

a«h‘; Pal on D e f 4«} LAY a'mo): Z_C\vﬂ"ﬁol fo
‘&‘L&ula’:ﬁ(ﬁ“ tfiwo Cioz .fl‘fv')afﬂ 1o @oufe
ﬂ-ud’am iu(&?a{—auaéo(o& oS Coru (5>
zca‘m(fﬁja‘- fw/@s.ﬂ’c&'ut&:auawr > |
Caze(a-VFGﬁNJ Jagu (J')m e AT FIti aild — 4
Fo Ceusz oudadsad 'f Cm@.f‘?‘om allau fo o

Juga{s u&'g&n(-:’ Gt—br)’a'h"?)'" Eeas ” _- . 2 o —eeedl




Details of rentals or other accounts of tha farm are very
sparse between 1700 and 1763. any local farmers were in
arrears with their rent from 1792 to 1706, but the tenant
of Crondon was not one of tnem, By 1707, John Stott was
charged £110 per annum for rent,

The farm was next leased to Fichael Mason in 1715 for 22
years at £120 per annum., It is interesting to s=e some of
the conditions of the lease, whereby the lessee was limited
to the amiount of land he could plough up, 2nd was constrained

by beinz unable to take more than two crops together without
a fallow. tieadow and pasture lands werc to he left unploughed
Yeavy penalties were incurrc-d sheould there be any infrinzement
of these clauses. The replacement of timber w2s ensured, as tha
tenant had to plant six trees & year. In addition, Lord

Petre had a vearly load of coals carried for hin from Mal-on

to Ingatestone. ot all the leases at that ti%e appear to

have the same conditions.

It is ponssihle that tnese terms may "ave been negotizhle,
for with imdProving tecaniques in husbandryv, th: 25% arahla
lan:d allaowel would later have Lean tco little for this area,

lndeed, subseguent leases only stipulated that permission

must be obtained from the landowner for olouzhing more of the

land.
The ilason fammily farmed Crondon Rark for 117 yeers. ! .zhael
hason established 2 Cathkoli= ission at fronden, which

continued until 1831. The Petres paid the tenants a salary
of £20 a year for the upkeeo of the chapel.
Hilen fAichaer] lason's son tcek over the tenancy inl724, the

farm was leased for 11 years at a rent of £123 2 year.



fhere are two accounts in the 1730's showing that Michael
“lason's widow carriad on the farm at the same rent, until her
son, John, became the tenant.

From 1735, his rent was £130, but there annear to be no
furthar accounts relating to the farm until 1763 when the rent
was unaltarad,

3etwean 1765 and 1773, John Mason was in arrears with his
reant, as were most farmers in the area. This was probahly

triggered off by severe flooding in the district, followe-d
by a series of mainly wet vears, after the 1762 floods. Mason
was £15 in arrears inl765, and this sum increased during
subsequent years to £30 in 1773,

Such was the situation when his son !Michael took over the
farm in 1774: for at least two years no rent was pnaid, and
arrears amounted to £50. ‘'lowever the eichties saw the
bezinning of that rise in wheat prices which was to make
tandlords and their tenant farmers prosner during the next

thirty vears.

dis lease was renewed in 1791 at a rent of £210 - a rise
of about 35%. It was about this time that rents increased
throuzhout the zountry as leases came up for renewal. [n the

Petre a2states the gross income from farm rents rose more
substantially betwean 1800 and 1820. The rent for Trondon
Park was increased in »roportion to the general rise at the
time. Colin Shrimpton writes that the average rent of farms
on the Petre estate was under 20/- an acre inl79l, rising
to 40/- in 1830, As the rent for Cronden was only about 12/-
an acre, this seems to indicate poor quality farmland.

During the war vyears from 1793-1815, Hichael Mason was

ohviously doing well, even renting another adjacent small
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farm of 23 acres for a few years.

Apart from repair accounts, ther is nothing to indicate how
he managed in the depression which followed the peace of 1815.
There is one account in the cash book of a local agricultural
merchant which notes the purchase of one load of bean straw
for £1.10s., and one of clover for the same price in 1817. This
was a year of drought when the hay cron in most of the couhntry
had failed: the merchant had sold for 10/- a load the previous
year.

Michael iMason was a well educated man, who interested himself
in the community. In 1819, together with other local worthies
(including Thomas 3ridge) he perambulated the boundary of the
Parisn of Stock. e recorded this in a beautifully written
account, with attractive sketch maps of farms in Stock Parish.
Field names were included in the survey, as were the acreages.

There seem to he no further pertinent records until 1831,
when he was reputed to be impoverished, and unasle to continue
the tenancy. The officiating priest left also, and in 1832
the chapel was dismantled, and the house razed to the ground.

It is not clear whether the farm was in hand after this,
until William John WAright took on the tenancy. A new house
was built in 1835, and a new well was sunk in Chapnel Pieces
where the springs rise. Water is piped to the farmhouse to
the present day from this well. There were sundry other repairs
to the property , including drainage.

In the Tithe Awards for Stock in 1841, and the Hamlet of
Orsett in 1843, about 60% of the farm is shown to be arable,
as against 25% in 1715. The large field of the eighteenth

century had been broken up into smaller ones by the nineteenth.



that this tenant had much cépital when he took on the farm,
althouzh he bougnt éome new farm implements including a
'broadshare' plough from William Bentall of Maldon. From
réport, much of the land waé now left to rough pasture, and
the arable fields were starved and weedy. In 1889 the tenancy
expired and Robert Craig became the new tenant.

IWhile the first Scotch farmers had settled in Essex in the
1880's in resobonse to newspaner advertisements, others followed
on recommandation in the ensuing years. Robert Craig was an
Ayrshire farmer, who, while on a visit with friends at Forest
Lodge Farm, was shown over the adjacent farm of Crondon Park.

It was described as derelict at the time,and Craig decided to
take it on. Other farms in the district were either vacant or
about to become so, and offered scope for his three younger
brothers later on. 4Ye was a man of some substance, for in
Scotland he had heen a prominant breeder and show judge of
Shire horses.

According to his grand-daughter, the main reasons for coming
to Essex were, in order of importance

1. The milder weather, causing less hardship than the harsh
northern climate. Health was a major consideration.

2. Cheap farm rents. Land in Ayrshire was expensive and
hard to come by. A large family could not be supported on the
same holding. In Essex there were other farms available for
his brothers at low rents.

3. Cheaper labour. Not only was it less expensive to hire
labour in Essex, but more important was the fact that the CEssex
laboﬁrer did not have to be boarded in the farmhouse as in
Ayrshire. As the farmer's womenfolk did all the milking and

dairywork, the extra cooking took up too much of their time,



as well as involving extra expense.
4. There were too many restrictive clauses in Scottish leases

regarding farming practice.

As Crondon Park was now to become a dairy farm, the landlord
had the farin buildings adapted to the purpose, e naid, for
example, for plumbing work and new building. The farm was then
leased to Robert Craig at a rent of £340 for fourteen years,

In @ train specially hired for the purpose, he transported his
livestock, farm implements and household goods to Billericay
Station. As well as his own family, he brought one farm worker
to live in the house, and another couple to live in one of the
cottages.

1is dairy herd of Ayrshire cattle, together with his horses
for breedinz, formed the basis of Craig's farminz activities.
According to Primrose McConnell, there was no better breei of
cattle than Ayrshires for dairy purposes. Fven wHén bought in
Essex, they only cost a quarter of the price of shorthorns.

As Craig was an admiring acquaintance of McConnell, farming
method would probably not been dissimilar.

When R.4unter Pringle visited Crondon Park in 1893, many of his
general commnents on the more successful Scotch immigrant probably
applied to Robert Craig.

Apparently, however, even at this late date, the immigrant
farmers were regarded with suspicion, and agricultural merchants
would not give them the same credit they extended to Fssex farmers

In spite of Craig's apparent success, in 1895 the rent was
reduced to £250, although extensive drainaze was carried out, for

which he paid a yearly interest of about £15.

Yis new l=ase.in 1903 shows that rent was raised to £340, by



which one may assume that thé farm was becoming more profitable,
ana]ly, some indication of his farming is given by the Essex
Nar Agricultural Commission Census of 1916. Conditions and
methods are unlikely to have heen radically different at the
end of the nineteenth century.
It will be noticed that over 70% was arable land (c.f. the

60% of the 1840's) although a pronortion of this may be due to

a war-time increase.

Permanent grass 92 acres
Clover and grass 73
Wheat (autumn) 52
Wheat (surmmer) 9
Other arable 119

horses (mostly

brood mares) 16
ploughteams b
cows in milk L8
cows (dry) 17
cattle 16

Employees

2 horsemen, 2 stockman and 1 dayman
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