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STOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk – Lorraine Green 

23 Glebe View, West Mersea, Colchester, Essex.  CO5 8GH 

Tel. No. 07757 114952 

Website: www.stock.org.uk/council 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 24
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2012 

AT STOCK VILLAGE HALL, COMMON ROAD, STOCK AT 7.30PM. 
 

Present:   Cllrs. Millernas, Johnson, Woodward, Fairman, Fenwick and Lee 

Minute Secretary: Mrs Lorraine Green 

In The Chair:  Cllr. Dixon 

Also Present: 4 Members of the Public  

 

  ACTION 

2799. DEMOCRATIC TIME. 

 

A parishioner enquired if a decision had been reached regarding the diversion of traffic whilst the 

High Street works take place.  The Chairman advised that the matter would be discussed later at 

the meeting.  The parishioner asked if anything was being done about the channel outside Magpies 

the Clerk advised that she had notified Highways who were dealing with the matter.  The 

parishioner complained about the parking outside the Bakers Arms Public House.  She advised 

that she had a job getting off the main road into Common Road due to the amount of parked 

vehicles.  She suggested yellow lines but the Chairman advised that this is only any good if there 

is someone to enforce it.  The Bakers Arms have been told to discourage customers from parking 

in Common Road and to park in the Village Hall.  There is a sign up in the Public House advising 

people to use the Village Hall Car Park. 

 

Cllr. Woodward advised that the Cricket Club were going to put sleepers around the Common to 

protect the grass. 

 

Two parishioners discussed the Flood Alleviation Plan.  They advised that CCC had agreed an 

extension of time on the planning application.  The residents of Margaretting had given their 

objections and got legal advice.  The Chairman felt there was not sufficient time to consider an 

application of this size and the Parish Council needed more time to look at the documents in more 

depth.  It was therefore decided to postpone discussing the application until the next meeting. 

 

The Chairman advised a parishioner, Mr Sharp, that the Parish Council had written to the Planning 

Inspectorate objecting to the decision made on diverting footpaths 11,12 and 13 at Fristling Hall.  

Mr Sharp advised that the whole process had been a shambles and not all paperwork had been 

supplied to the Planning Inspectorate.  Mr Sharp advised that he would be taking out a judicial 

review against the decision. 

 

 

 

 

 

2800. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

 

Cllrs. Finch and Rilstone and CBC Cllr. Ian Grundy sent their apologies. 

 

2801. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20
TH

 AUGUST 2012. 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting, having been previously circulated, were then duly signed as a true 

record of events.   

 

 

 

 

2802. DECLARING ANY PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS. 
 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

 

2803. ADOPTION OF NEW MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT AND COMPLETION OF NEW 

REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTEREST FORMS. 
 

The Chairman advised that there was a lot concern from Parish Councils regarding the completion 

of the Register of Members’ Interest forms and how CCC were going to publish them on their 

website.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would not be doing anything until further guidance 

came back from CCC and Cllr. Grundy, who is currently on holiday, had given a briefing.  Clerk 

to notify CCC. 

 

 

 

CLERK 

2804. POLICE MATTERS.  

 

Cllr. Johnson reported a burglary in The Valentines last Monday.  Cllr. Woodward reported a 

burglary in Mill Road. 
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Community Speed Watch -  Cllr. Lee had made a notice to put up around the village advertising 

for more volunteers.  Cllr. Woodward had arranged to carry out some early morning session in the 

village.  Cllr. Lee advised that three patrols had caught over 20 vehicles speeding over the last 

couple of weeks.  Cllr. Fenwick enquired as to what was happening about getting another SID for 

the village.  The Chairman advised that Cllr. Grundy was looking into the matter using money 

available to spend from ECC.  Cllr. Lee asked whether she could purchase some Dictaphones via 

the Parish Council to speed up the process of taking down speeding vehicles details.  It was agreed 

that Cllr. Lee should go ahead and was given a budget of £50.00 to spend. 

JL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2805. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 
 

Potholes –  It was reported that a lot of potholes were being done in the village. 

 

Parish Cleansing Days 2012 – CCC visiting the village on Friday 26
th

 October.  It was agreed 

that the Clerk should ask if the Chairman could meet the team on site on the day to discuss what 

work needed to be carried out if not Chairman to submit a schedule of works to CCC. 

 

Rotating the VDS sign –.  Nothing to report. 

 

Play in the Park –  The Clerk had received an invoice from CCC for £225.00 to cover all the 

events held in the Summer. Cllr. Woodward advised that there had been a brilliant attendance for 

the 0-11 year olds but there had not been much attendance for the 12-16 age group.  CCC are now 

going to look at just having one age group. 

 

Bulb planting and sponsorship – Jackie Lane had advised that the bulb planting will take place 

around the pond with Stock Primary School on 9
th

 November. 

 
Missing 30mph Repeater Sign Opposite Whitegates in Mill Road –Highways confirmed that a 

job has been raised to install another repeater sign at this location however they cannot provide a 

date when the defect will be repaired. 

 

Wicksteed Annual Safety Inspection – Wicksteed had advised the Clerk that they had visited the 

site and relocated the items of Fantasy Fun Run which were too close to the recently installed 

Pedestal Slide.  This work has been carried out under warranty at no cost to the Parish Council.  

Chairman to look at Inspection Report and ensure all other items are o.k. 

 

No path on F27 from Austin Drive to the back of the school and metal sticking up from 

ground outside school gate –  Cllr. Millernas advised that the work has been completed.  Clerk to 

remove item from Agenda. 

 

Common ash tree overhanging Gary Stringer’s garden from the roadside verge on Stock 

Hill – Nothing to report. 

 

Overgrown entrance to Honeypot Meadow – Nothing to report. 

 

Works to Pavement in High Street – Work will be carried out in October during school Half 

Term holidays.  Cllr. Woodward had a meeting with ECC and the plan was discussed.  Buses 

coming from Billericay will turn right into Mill Road then go down Downham Road and out onto 

the B1007.  Coming from Chelmsford they will go to Common Road to Mill Road and then out 

onto the B1007.  There will be two men at Mill Road and Common Road to stop lorries using the 

road.  The Chairman felt it would be easier for the buses to go down Mill Lane rather than to the 

end of Mill Road then into Downham Road.  Chairman to write to Highways regarding this 

matter.  Cllr. Lee enquired whether a Risk Assessment had been carried out for 1 Mill Road.  

Chairman to also request this information. 

 

Emergency Planning Rest Centre Training -  The Chairman had been unable to attend. 

 

Concrete edging on the corner of Mill Road/Common Road -.  Enforcement have passed the 

matter onto Highways for investigation. 

 

Hedges needing trimming outside Lush Hill at the junction of Common Road and Birch 

Lane – The Clerk had written to the owners but had not received a reply. 

  

The new fencing outside the new house at The Bakers Arms – Nothing to report. 

 

 

Receding path going down Stock Hill and bank of earth eroding and taking over half of the 

 

 

 

 

CLERK/JD 
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path – Highways dealing with matter. 

 

Gap in hedge at the Village Hall and making an official cut through and put in a stile – The 

Chairman had asked the Clerk to write to the Village Hall Management Committee suggesting 

that the Parish Council put in a gate. No reply had been received. 

 

Horizontal Bar missing from one of white gates at entrance to village -  Nothing to report. 

 

Bollard broken on corner of Swan Lane and High Street – Cllr. Millneras advised that the 

work had been carried out.  Clerk to remove item from Agenda. 

 

Dog Fouling – Nothing to report. 

 

Damaged Stiles – Nothing to report. 

 

Marigold Lane road surface –Highways advised that the road has been selected as part of the 

additional £11m funding for pothole repair within Essex.  A date cannot be given when the repairs 

will be carried out. 

 

Flooding outside Magpies in Smallgains Lane -  Highways advised that a Drainage Officer will 

visit the site and take the appropriate action. 

 

Winter Salt Bag Partnership Participation – Clerk brought information on salt bins to the 

meeting.  Agreed Clerk should write to ECC advising there used to be a bin at the top of Stock 

Hill and Parish Council would like to reinstate this and put one in The Square and various other 

locations in the village.  It was agreed that the Clerk should order another tonne of salt and have it 

delivered to Cllr. Fenwick. 

 

Fencing mid way down Footpath 18 – Cllr. Woodward advised that Bob Hale still had to put 

down the hardcore. 

 

Bus stop in Downham Road surrounded by vegetation – Highways dealing with matter. 

 

Ingatestone Road road closure signs–Highways had advised the Clerk that the work was still not 

complete. 

 

Parking on the Parish Council land at the church – Nothing to report. 

 

Bird Scarer at Brook Lodge Farm – Mr Sharif  advised that his bird scarer is programmed to 

start at 8.30am and finish at 5.30pm.  The bird scarer has not been working since around the 

middle of May so he suggests the early morning banging noises complained about emanate from 

another source. Cllr. Fenwick to speak to Mr Sharif.  Cllr. Johnson advised that a bird scarer was 

still going off early in the morning. 

  

Cars parking on the corner by The Paddocks – Cllr. Woodward advised that Bob Hale has the 

posts and will install them. 

 

Gate and posts on Common – Cllr. Woodward advised that Bob Hale was putting the posts on 

the Common. 

 

 Shoots under the trees -  Cllr. Woodward advised that Bob Hale was going to carry out the 

work. 

 

State of British Legion Hall - Clerk had written to Secretary, Adrian Rilstone. Cllr. Lee advised 

that the vegetation had been cut down. 

 

Building work at 5 Back Lane – Owners had advised Clerk that CCC were consulted at an early 

stage and they are fully aware of the work being carried out. 

 

Emptying of new dog bin on F27 -  The Clerk had emailed David Farrah at CCC requesting that 

the bin is emptied. Cllr. Millernas advised that the bin is still overflowing. 

 

Broken barrier at the entrance to Swan Woods – Cllr. Millernas reported the matter to 

Woodland Trust who advised they would get in touch with their contractors and get the barrier 

repaired. 

Overgrown pond at Thornton Place – Cllr. Grundy had been speaking to CCC about the pond.  
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Jackie Lane had spoken to the Trust of Conservation Volunteers and she is meeting them on site 

on the 1
st
 October.  Work has been penciled in for 9

th
 November.  The Volunteers will also give 

advice on how best to maintain the pond for the future. Chairman and Cllrs. Johnson and 

Millernas to attend site meeting.  Cllr. Fenwick advised that the chemical Round-up would kill the 

weed or put fish in the pond as they will eat the weed. 

2806. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

a) NALC are planning a 2
nd

 edition of Standing Orders for Local Councils’ in 2013. 

 

b) Invitation from Averil Price of CCC for two Councillors to attend a briefing session 

on the workings of the South Essex Parking Partnership and Chelmsford Local 

Highways Panel on 28
th

 November at 7pm in the Marconi Room. Councillors to 

advise Clerk at next meeting if they wish to attend. 

 

c) Karen Norris of CCC inviting the Parish Council to attend Rest Centre Training on 

4
th

 December and 11
th

 December from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. Councillors to advise 

Clerk at next meeting if they wish to attend. 

 

d) Pamela Thomson enquiring whether there was any land to hire in the village to host 

a marquee for her Wedding reception on Friday 30
th

 August 2013. Cllr. Johnson to 

deal with matter. 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

 

 

 

SJ 

2807. PLANNING MATTERS. 

 

Applications 

 

Application No. 12/01417/FUL. Demolition of existing detached dwellings and outbuildings.  

Replaced with new four bedroomed detached two storey dwelling and single storey double 

garage/garden machinery store outbuilding. 

Location: Site at 97 to 99 Mill Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr G Baker. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/01393/FUL. Change of use from office (Class A2) to residential. 

Location: 8A Mill Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr Michael Grieve, Essex Architecture And Planning. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/01299/FUL. Refurbishment of existing toilet and hut to provide one disable 

toilet and two ordinary toilets. 

Location: All Saints Church, High Street, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr A G Barker. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/01418/FUL. For temporary retaining of metal container for store and secure 

keeping of grass cutting machinery for 4 acre plot. 

Location: The Hawthorns, Marigold Lane, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr K Squibb. 

The Parish Council commented that they cannot see the need for a temporary metal container for 

grass cutting machinery.  There ought to be a planning application for a permanent structure if 

there is a permanent need for this storage. 

 

Application No. 12/01272/FUL. Single storey front and rear extensions and part single, part two 

storey side/rear extension. 

Location: 5 The Paddock, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr I Smith. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/01320/FUL. Strategic flood defence scheme to create temporary flood 

storage area consisting of the following: 

- 500m embankment including sluice gates across River Wid valley  

- Diversion of River Wid through embankment  

- Reshaping of valley to provide material for embankment  

- Fencing, lighting and landscaping treatment to embankment  

- Provision of telemetry systems to monitor and record water levels (including visual monitoring) 

- Control building with hardstanding 

- Service diversions and provision of new services to sluice gates and control building 
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- Embankment with landscaping, surface water drainage and floodwall to residential properties 

Brook Farm and Tyelands  

- Flood wall adjacent to railway line 

- Permanent access tracks to embankments and fields, including amendments to existing tracks 

- Temporary access track to railway embankment  

- Realignment of Margaretting Brook, including the construction of a new ford crossing  

- Highways works, including passing places to Swan Lane  

- Creation of an environmental enhancement area and river restoration works 

Location: Flood Alleviation Scheme, The Tye, Margaretting. 

Applicant: Mr Ian Dodson. 

The Chairman felt the Parish Council should restrict their views and consideration to the effect it 

will have on the parish of Stock and they should not go beyond that as the Parish Council will be 

bogged down. It was agreed that due to the size of the application the Clerk should ask for an 

extension of time and request a hard copy of the documents or a copy of the CD and the matter 

would be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Amended Application No. 12/01274/FUL. Erect two sheep rearing barns with Shepherds Hut 

and extend access track. 

Location: Fristling Hall, Swan Lane, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Gary & Julie Sharp. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Chelmsford Borough Council Decisions 

 

Application No. 10/00068/AOD/3. Condition 15(c) - Post construction review certificate. 

Location: Landry Whites Hill, Stock. 

Applicant: Edward M Selim. Conditions Discharged. 

 

Application No. 12/01133/MAT. Material amendment to permission reference 12/00330/FUL 

(Demolish existing bungalow and replace with two number single storey residential properties 

with rooms in the roof) for alternations to fenestration and chimney. 

Location: 55 Birch Lane, Stock. 

Applicant: Silverswan Services Ltd. Approved. 

Application No. 12/01191/FUL. Proposed single storey rear extension with glazed lattern roof 

light. 

Location: 19 Back Lane, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr & Mrs R. Moore. Approved. 

 

Amended Application No. 12/01147/FUL. Retain means of enclosure comprising brick gate 

piers, gates, walls and railings. 

Location: Fristling Hall, Swan Lane, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr Gary Sharp. Refused. 

 

Application No. 12/01120/CLOPUD. Construction of annexe ancillary to dwelling. 

Location: Millside, 35 Myln Meadow, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr C. Weaver. Refused. 

 
Applications for Works to be carried out on trees in Conservation Area and trees that have 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

 

Application No. 12/05180/TPO. 2 x Oak (G3) – in rear garden – crown reduce by 1m (1.5m 

maximum) cutting to suitable growing points; 1 x Oak (G3) – in rear garden, centre of group – fell 

to ground level and grind/kill the stump. 

Location: 37 Myln Meadow, Stock. 

Applicant: Mrs S Gardner. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/05174/TPO. Oak x 1 (G5) – adjacent gable end – achieve clearance between 

tree and dwelling of 2m, cutting to suitable growing points; All trees (G4,G5,T36 – T41 & W1) – 

within cartilage of property – crown lift to 4m, cutting to branch collar/suitable growing points. 

Location: 33 Myln Meadow, Stock. 

Applicant: Mrs L Adams. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 
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Application No. 12/05171/TPO. Sweet Chestnut (T12) – north of changing rooms – reduce 

lateral spread in lower canopy to the South by 3 – 4m maximum and in the mid canopy to the 

South by 2m maximum, cutting to suitable growing points; remove dead wood over 25mm in 

diameter.  Oak (W1) – on boundary with Furze Lane, 40m South of  junction - veteranise. 

Location: The Plantation, Mill Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr A Turk. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/05175/TPO. Ash (T23) – rear garden – remove dominant unbalanced lower 

limb to branch collar; reduce lateral spread over lawn by 2m, cutting to suitable growing points, 

remove deadwood. 

Location: 85 Mill Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr Nigel Mason. 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/05592/CAT. Norway Spruce – to rear of Alms houses – fell to ground level 

and remove stump. 

Location: The Almshouses, Stock Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr A. Barker (Trustee). 

The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Application No. 12/05589/CAT. Bay (multi-stemmed) – rear garden – fell to ground level and 

remove stumps. 

Location: 11 Back Lane, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Mortimore. Approved. 

 

Application No. 12/05144/TPO. W1 - Group of 2 oak and 2 lime centre of rear garden - reduce 

height by 5m max cutting to suitable growing points and leaving with the natural balanced 

appearance of being one tree - 5 year management plan to annually remove epicormic growth of 

the limes (TPO/2007/080) 

Location: 50 Mill Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr Hale. Approved. 

 

Application No. 12/05581/CAT. Oaks and other vegetation on eastern boundary - crown lift over 

driveway to No 50 to 5.4m from ground level, sever ivy and clean out deadwood 

Location: Our Lady And St Joseph Church, Mill Road, Stock. 

Applicant: Mr Hale. Approved. 

 

Planning Appeals and Decisions. 

 

An appeal had been made to the Planning Inspectorate regarding Broomfield Farm, Broomwood 

Lane.  Appeal Ref. APP/W1525/X/12/2183115.  CCC will advise of the decision in due course. 

 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

Planning Correspondence 

 

Conservation Area Enhancement -  The Chairman advised that the fencing is still to be done. 

 

Kingfishers, Mill Road – Enforcement dealing with matter. It was agreed that the Chairman 

would draft a letter for the Clerk to sent to Mr Raeburn asking him when he intends to complete 

the reinstatement of the frontage of his property in accordance with his letter.  Copy of letter to go 

to Enforcement. 

 

Statement of Community Involvement – First Review Public Consultation – Consultation 

runs from 30
th

 August to 25
th

 October.  The Parish Council had no comments to make. 

 

Public Path Diversion Order 2011 Footpaths 11 (part) and 12 Stock in the Borough of 

Chelmsford & Public Footpath Extinguishment Order 2011 Footpath 13 (part Stock in the 

Borough of Chelmsford – The Clerk had written to the Quality Assurance Unit copying Mr 

Sharp and ECC Cabinet Member for Highways.  Mr Sharp was taking out a Judicial Review 

against the decision made. 
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Cllr. Woodward enquired as to whether the temporary outbuilding in Well Lane has been taken 

down.  Cllr. Woodward to advise Clerk of house number in order that she can contact 

Enforcement. 

 

Urgent Planning Matters Not On This Agenda 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

 

 

PW/CLERK 

2808. FINANCE. 

 

Cheques to be Signed -  

 

101789  £500.00    M. J. McAllister                              Cover for Village Pump 

101790   Cheque Cancelled 

101791  £434.84    Mr R.S. Hale                                   Works in village August 

101792  £77.27       1
st
 Stock Scout Group                    Donation from Jubilee 

101793  £300.00    Euroloo                                           Hire of toilet for Jubilee 

101794  £1331.85  Mrs L.J. Green                                Salary 01.09.12 – 30.09.12 

101795  £457.37    HM Revenue & Customs Only      PAYE and N.I. 

101796  £939.40    Mr P.H. Williams                           Grass Cutting August 

101797  £225.00    Chelmsford City Council               Play in the Park Summer 2012 

101798  £29.00      CPRE                                              Annual Subscription Renewal 

101799  £44.96      Mrs L.J. Green                                Expenses 21.08.12-24.09.12 

 

Transfers -  On the 19
th

 September 2012 £4,000.00 was transferred from Base Rate Tracker to 

Current Account. 

 

Audit of Accounts for 2011/12 – The Audit Commission had signed off the Audit and the 

relevant closure notice is being put onto the noticeboard.  The Audit Commission had advised that 

Littlejohn LLP will be the Parish Council’s external auditors for five years from 2012/13. 

        

2809. COUNCILLOR/CLERK’S REPORT. 

 

Cllr. Lee is attending the Parish Passenger Transport Meeting on 6
th

 November.  If anybody has 

any comments they wish to make on transport please let Cllr. Lee have the information as soon as 

possible.  The Clerk had asked Stock Press to put an article in Stock Press and she had also asked 

Roger Watling to put the request on the website.  Cllr. Lee had made posters to put up on the 

noticeboard and in the Post Office. 

 

The Clerk advised that a parishioner had reported that the footpath outside of the Rugby Club was 

becoming overgrown and forcing people to step out into the main road.  The Clerk had written to 

the Club and the work had been carried out. 

 

Cllr. Johnson reported a number of minor accidents on the zebra crossing outside the Bakers 

Arms.  All accidents have been reported to the Police.  There had been one nasty accident when 

the Police and Ambulance were called.  It was reported that the signs are being obscured.  Clerk to 

ask Bob Hale to clear the vegetation from beacons.  Clerk to write to Highways advising of the 

amount of accidents and request improved signage. 

 

Cllr. Millernas reported that the trees in Back Lane are being lopped back and one is being 

removed.  He suggested planting trees in their place and getting a grant via Lynn Cameron at 

CCC.  Cllr. Woodward agreed to organise this. 

 

Cllr. Lee reported that the hedges are very overgrown from 20 The Square abutting High Street 

down to the back boundary of 1 Mill Road.  Clerk to report matter to Highway Rangers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLERK 

 

 

 

 

 

PW 

 

 

 

CLERK 

2810. DISCUSSION ITEMS. 

 

Diamond Jubilee in 2012 – The Clerk had sent 1
st
 Stock Scouts the surplus funds of £77.27.  

Clerk to remove item from Agenda. 

 

 Small jobs to be completed around the village -  Clerk to speak to Bob Hale about cutting 

vegetation back from crossing. 

 

The Localism Act –Nothing to report. 

 

ECC Speed Limit Review –  The Chairman advised that ECC had produced a press release 

advising that they were carrying out a comprehensive review of its current speed management 

policy. 

 

 

CLERK 

 

 

CLERK 
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2811. RISK ASSESSMENT - Nothing to report.  

2812. DATE OF NEXT MEETING. 

 

The next Planning Meeting will be held on Monday 8
th

 October 2012 in Stock Village Hall and 

the next main meeting will be held on Monday 22
nd

 October 2012 in Stock Village Hall.   

 

2813. CLOSED MEETING FOR OPENING TENDERS. 

 

Nothing to discuss. 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming; the meeting closed at 9.45pm. 

 

Signed (CHAIRMAN)…………………………………..DATE…………………….. 


